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Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
Default crisis dodged — for now — with Dem-GOP debt accord 


By K. FREKING, A. FRAM 
and A. JAFFE 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen- 
ate leaders announced 
an agreement Thursday to 
extend the government's 
borrowing authority into 
December, temporarily 
averting an unprecedent- 
ed federal default that ex- 
perts say would devastate 
the economy. 

“Our hope is to get this 
done as soon as today,” 
Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer declared. 
Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell, whose party 
has been blocking the 
debt limit extension, said, 
“The Senate is moving for- 
ward.” 


Continued on Page 2 
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Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., walks to a policy luncheon on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021, in Washington. 
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Default crisis dodged — for now — with Dem-GOP debt accord 


Continued from Front 


The first crucial vote on the 
measure was set for Thurs- 
day night. 

Republican leaders were 
working fo find the 10 votes 
they need from their party 
to advance the extension. 
John Thune of South Da- 
kota, the second-ranking 
Senate Republican, said, 
“In the end we'll be there, 
but If will be a painful birth- 
INg process.” 

In their agreement, the Re- 
publican and Democratic 
leaders edged back from 
Qa perilous standoff over 
lifting the nation’s borrow- 
ing cap, with Democratic 
senators accepting an of- 
fer from McConnell. 
McConnell made the GOP 
offer a day earlier, just be- 
fore his Republicans were 
orepared to block longer- 
term legislation to suspend 
the debt limit and as Presi- 
dent Joe Biden and busi- 
ness leaders ramped up 
their concerns that a de- 
fault would disrupt govern- 
ment payments to millions 
of people and throw the 
nation into recession. 

The White House signaled 
the president’s support, 
with principal deputy press 
secretary Karine Jean- 
Pierre issuing a statement 
that the president would 
sign a bill to raise the debt 
limit when it passed Con- 
gress. 

Earlier, she called the 
short-term deal a “positive 
step,” even as she assailed 
Republicans for blocking 
Democratic efforts. 

“It gives Us some breathing 
room from the catastrophic 
default we were approach- 
ing because of Sen. MCCo- 
nnell’s decision to play poli- 
tics with our economy,” she 
told reporters. 

Wall Street rallied modestly 
on the news. 

The agreement sets the 
stage for a sequel of sorts in 
December, when Congress 
will again face pressing 
deadlines to fund the gov- 
ernment and raise the debt 





President Joe Biden responds to a question about the short term deal on debt as he arrives Air 
Force One at O'Hare International Airport in Chicago, Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021. 


limit before heading home 
for the holidays. 

The agreement will allow 
for raising the debt ceiling 
by about $480 billion, ac- 
cording to a Senate aide 
familiar with the negotia- 
tions who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity to discuss 
them. 

That is the level that the 
Treasury Department has 
said is needed to get to 
Dec. 3. 

“Basically, I’m glad that 
Mitch McConnell _ finally 
saw the light,” Bernie Sana- 
ers, the independent sena- 
tor from Vermont, said late 
Wednesday. 

McConnell portrayed it dif- 
ferently. 

“The pathway our Demo- 
cratic colleagues have ac- 
cepted will soare the Amer- 
ican people any near-term 
crisis, While definitively re- 
solving the majority's ex- 
cuse that they lacked time 
to address the debt limit 
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through = _(reconciliation),” 
McConnell said Thursday. 
“Now there will be no ques- 
tion: They'll have plenty of 
time.” 

Congress has just days 
to act before the Oct. 
18 deadline when the 
Treasury Department has 
warned If would quickly run 
short of funds to handle the 
nation’s already accrued 
debt load. 

McConnell and Senate 
Republicans have insisted 
that Democrats go it alone 
to raise the debt ceiling. 
Further, McConnell has in- 
sisted that Democrats use 
the same cumbersome 
legislative process called 
reconciliation that they 
used to pass a $1.9 trillion 
COVID-19 relief bill and 
have been employing to 
try to pass Biden's $3.5 tril- 
lion measure to boost safe- 
ty net, health and environ- 
mental programs. 
McConnell said in his offer 
Wednesday that Repub- 
licans would still insist that 
Democrats use the recon- 
ciliation process for a long- 
term debt limit extension. 
However, he said Republi- 
cans are willing to “assist in 
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expediting” that process, 
and in the meantime Dem- 
ocrats may use the normal 
legislative process to pass 
a short-term debt limit ex- 
tension with a fixed dollar 
amount to cover current 
spending levels into De- 
cember. 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alas- 
ka, said she'd be among 
those voting to advance 
the bill. 

“lm not willing to let this 
train go off the cliff,” she 
said. 

On Wednesday, Biden en- 
listed top business leaders 
to push for immediately sus- 
pending the debt limit, say- 
ing the approaching dead- 
line created the risk of a his- 
toric default that would be 
like a “meteor” that could 
crush the economy and fi- 
nancial markets. 

At a White House event, the 
oresident shamed Repub- 
lican senators for threat- 
ening to filibuster any sus- 
pension of the $28.4 trillion 
cap on the government's 
borrowing authority. He 
leaned into the credibility 
of corporate America — a 
group that has traditionally 
been aligned with the GOP 


on tax and regulatory issues 


— to drive home his point 


as the heads of Citi, JP Mor- 
gan Chase and Nasdaq 
gathered in person and vir- 
tually to say the debt limit 
must be lifted. 

“It’s not right and it’s dan- 
gerous,” Biden said of the 
resistance by Senate Re- 
oublicans. 

His moves came amid talk 
that Democrats might try 
to change Senate filibuster 
rules fo get around Repub- 
licans. But Sen. Joe Man- 
chin, D-W.Va., reiterated 
his Opposition to such a 
change Wednesday, likely 
taking if off the table for 
Democrats. 

The business leaders 
echoed Biden's points 
about needing to end the 
stalemate as soon as pos- 
sible, though they § side- 
stepped the partisan ten- 
sions in doing so. Each por- 
trayed the debt limit as an 
avoidable crisis. 

“We just can’t wait to the 
last minute fo resolve this,” 
said Jane Fraser, CEO of 
the bank Citi. “We are, sim- 
oly put, playing with fire 
right now, and our country 
has suffered so greatly over 
the last few years. 

The human and the eco- 
nomic cost of the pandem- 
ic has been wrenching, 
and we don’t need a ca- 
tastroohe of our own mak- 
ing.” 

Ahead of the White House 
meeting, the administra- 
tion warned that if the bor- 
rowing limit isn’t extended, 
it could set off an interna- 
tional financial crisis. 

“A default would send 
shock waves through glob- 
al financial markets and 
would likely cause cred- 
it markets worldwide to 
freeze up and stock mar- 
kets to plunge,” the White 
House Council of Econom- 
ic Advisers said in a new 
report. “Employers around 
the world would likely have 
to begin laying off work- 
ers.” 

Once a routine matter, 
raising the debt limit has 
become politically treach- 
erous over the past de- 
cade or more, used by 
Republicans, in particular, 
to rail against government 
spending and the rising 
debt load.L) 
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Trump fo invoke executive privilege in Jan. 6 House probe 


-— 


By ERIC TUCKER and 

MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dor- 
ald Trump intends to assert 
executive privilege in a 
congressional investigation 
into the Jan. 6 insurrection 
at the Capitol, d move that 
could prevent the testimo- 
ny of onetime aides, ac- 
cording to a letter sent by 
lawyers for the former presi- 
dent. 

The letter went to at least 
some witnesses who were 
subpoenaed by the House 
committee and it makes 
clear that Trump plans to 
invoke privileges meant to 
protect presidential com- 
munications from being 
shared with Congress. The 
substance of the letter was 
described Thursday by a 
person who has seen It and 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to The Associat- 
ed Press because the letter 
was not yet public. 
Sookespeople for Trump 
did not immediately return 
messages seeking com- 
ment. Trump said in a state- 
ment last month that he 
would “fight the Subpoe- 
nas on Executive Privilege 
and other grounds, for the 
good of our Country.” 

The move sets the stage 
for a likely clash with House 
Democrats who are inves- 
tigating the roles of Trump 
and his allies in the run-up 
to the riot, when thousands 
of Trump supporters broke 
into the Capitol as Con- 








Sept. 25, 2021. 


gress was certifying the 
results of the presidential 
election won by Democrat 
Joe Biden. The committee 
is rapidly issuing subpoe- 
nas to individuals who are 
either connected to Trump 
or heloed plan the massive 
rally on the morning of Jan. 
6 at which he told his sup- 
porters to “fight like hell.” 

The committee, which was 
formed over the summer, 
last month issued subpoe- 
nas to Mark Meadows, 
Trump’s former chief of 
staff; Dan Scavino, the for- 
mer deputy chief of staff for 
communications; Kashyap 
Patel, a former Defense 
Department official; and 
Steve Bannon, a_ former 
Trump adviser. It was not im- 
mediately clear how those 


Facebook exec: We do 
engagement over safety 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 

AP Technology Writer 

A Facebook executive Is 
pushing back on a whistle- 
blower’s claims — support- 
ed by the company’s own 
internal research — that 
the social network’s prod- 
ucts harm children and 
fuel polarization in the U.S. 
Monika  Bickert, Face- 
book's head of global 
policy management, 
told The Associated Press 
Wednesday that “we 
do not and we have not 
prioritized engagement 
over safety.” Bickert said 


the reason Facebook re- 
searches teen well-being 
on Instagram is so that the 
company can build better 
products and features to 
support them. 
Whistleblower Frances 
Haugen, however, testified 
before the Senate Tues- 
day that Facebook knows 
that vulnerable people 
are harmed by its systems 
and has not made mean- 
ingful changes fo prevent 
it. The platform is designed 
to exploit negative emo- 
tions to keeo people on 
the platform, she said. 





Former President Donald Trump speaks during his Save America rally in Perry, Ga., on Saturday, 


witnesses would respond to 
Trump’s decision to invoke 
executive privilege or what 
consequences they might 
face if they refuse to Coop- 
erate. Patel said in a state- 
ment that he will “continue 
to tell the American people 
the truth about January 6.” 
It did not say whether he 
would comply. 

Committee members have 
said they plan to try and 
move swiftly to obtain tes- 
timony and documents 
should any witnesses refuse 
to cooperate. Rep. Adam 
Schiff, D-Calif., tweeted 
that if the Trump associates 
do not comply, “they can 
be subject to criminal con- 
tempt.” 

Charging the Trump associ- 
ates with contempt could 


not prioritize 


“They are aware of the 
side effects of the choices 
they have made around 
amplification,” Haugen 
said. “They know — that 
algorithmic-based — rank- 
ings, or engagement- 
based rankings, keeps you 
on their sites longer. You 
have longer sessions, you 
show up more often, and 
that makes them more 
money.’ Bickert pointed to 
features and tools Face- 
book has introduced over 
the years, such as hiding 
“like Counts” on Instagram 
“which means when you 
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still be a lengthy process, 
including votes of the full 
House and potential court 
proceedings. 

Because Trump no longer is 
in office, he cannot directly 
assert privilege to keep wit- 
nesses quiet or documents 
out of the hands of Con- 
gress. As the current presi- 
dent, Biden will have some 
say in the matter. 

The committee has issued 
more than a dozen sub- 
poenas to people linked to 
plans for the Jan. 6 protests, 
including three addition- 
al witnesses announced 
Thursday. Those individu- 
als would be less likely to 
get help from Trump's ex- 
ecutive privilege claims, 
which would be limited to 
people who worked in the 
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White House. The commit- 
tee chairman, Rep. Ben- 
nie Thompson, D-Miss., said 
subpoenas had gone to Ali 
Abdul Akbar, also known 
as Ali Alexander, and Na- 
than Martin, as well the or- 
ganization “ Stop the Steal, 
“ to learn more about a 
rally that was planned on 
the Capitol grounds at the 
same time as the larger 
gathering on the National 
Mall. 

The committee earlier sub- 
poenaed 11 other individu- 
als connected fo the plan- 
ning of that larger rally. 
According to the commit- 
tee, Alexander released a 
statement after the riot link- 
ing “Stop the Steal” to the 
Capitol rally permit and ex- 
plaining that the intention 
was to direct attendees of 
the larger rally fo march to 
the Capitol. The panel cit- 
ed reports that Alexander 
had made reference “to 
the possible use of violence 
to achieve the organiza- 
tion’s goals” and had been 
in Communication with the 
White House and members 
of Congress. 

“The rally on the Capitol 
grounds on January 6th, 
like the rally near the White 
House that day, immedi- 
ately preceded the violent 
attack on the seat of our 
democracy,’ Thompson 
said in a statement. “Over 
the course of that day, 
demonstrations escalated 
to violence and protestors 
became rioters.” L} 
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In this image taken from video Monika Bickert, Facebook’s 
head of global policy management, speaks during an 
interview with The Associated Press Wednesday, Oct. 6, 2021, 
in response to a whistleblower’s claims — supported by the 
company’s own internal research — that the social network’s 

products harm children and fuel polarization. 

Associated Press 
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Alabama swamped, 4 killed in floods from slow-moving front 


al 


By JAY REEVES 

Associated Press 

PELHAM, Ala. (AP) — Ter- 
rified drivers climbed out 
of swamped cars and 
muddy floodwater flowed 
through neighborhoods af- 
ter a stalled weather front 
drenched Alabama for 
hours, leaving entire com- 
munities under water Thurs- 
day and killing at least four 
people. 

Dozens of people had to 
be rescued Wednesday 
night in central Alabama, 
where the National Weath- 
er Service said as much as 
13 inches (33 centimeters) 
of rain fell, and a south Ala- 
bama town temporarily lost 
its main grocery store when 
a creek came through the 
doors of the Piggly Wiggly. 
Near the coast, heavy rains 
caused sewage to bubble 
out of underground pipes. 
Metro Birmingham _ re- 
mained under a flash flood 
watch much of the day un- 
til storms moved into Geor- 
gia. 

Another 3 inches (7.6 cen- 
timeters) of rain could fall 
there and in western South 
Carolina by nightfall, the 
weather service said, and 
the Florida Panhandle 
could get doused. 

A 4-year-old girl and an 
18-year-old woman died 
in separate incidents when 
floods carried away vehi- 
cles in northeast Alabama, 
said Marshall County Coro- 
ner Cody Nugent. Search- 
ers found the bodies of a 


2021. 


boyfriend and girlfriend, 
both 23, inside a car that 
was swept away by a swol- 
len stream in the Birming- 
ham suburb of Hoover, said 
Shelby County Coroner 
Lina Evans. 

“Normally it’s just a trickle. 
It was raging,” she said. Ev- 
ans identified the victims 
as Hoover residents Latin 
Marie Hill and Myles Jared 
Butler. 


The deluge produced 
wild scenes on social me- 
dia: floodwaters flowing 


between Christmas trees 
inside a Lowe's store in 
Hoover, refrigerator bins 
full of brown water in a 
home and dozens of cars 





Michael Halbert wades through his flooded neighborhood in Pelham, Ala., on Thursday, Oct. 7, 


with their headlights sub- 
merged. Rescue crews 
heloed motorists escape 
as low visibility and stand- 
ing water made travel life- 
threatening in some areas. 
Some of the worst flooding 
happened in Pelham, out- 
side Birmingham, where 82 
people were rescued from 
homes and more than 15 
were pulled from vehicles 
after creeks and streams 
overflowed, the Pelham 
Fire Department said early 
Thursday. More than 100 
rescuers with 16 boats were 
involved, the statement 
sald. 

“Water was coming in the 
car so fast | had to bail out 
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the window,” said Jill Cas- 
key, who watched Thurs- 
day morning as a tow truck 
hauled away her sport util- 
ity vehicle from a low-lying 
parking lot in Pelham. The 
car stalled as she tried to 
navigate floodwaters dur- 
ing the deluge. 

A police officer heloed her 
to high ground, and Cas- 
key’s husband picked her 
Up on a roadside. But It took 
them three hours to travel a 
few miles home because of 
flooded roads. 

Caskey has heard the 
weather safety mantra 
of “turn around, don't 
drown,” but said “it really 
happened so fast | didn’t 


have time to think about 
it.” 

The Alabama deluge came 
about seven weeks after 
flooding killed more than 
a dozen people in Tennes- 
see. Such floods may be 
more common in the future 
because of global warm- 
ing, scientists say. 

Federal research has 
found that man-made cli- 
mate change doubles the 
chances of the types of 
heavy rains that swamped 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
with 26 inches (66 centime- 
ters) of rain in 2016, killing a 
dozen people and damag- 
ing 150,000 homes. 

In south Alabama near the 
Florida line, water covered 
streets in the flood-prone 
Escambia County towns 
of Brewton and East Brew- 
ton, inundating a= shop- 
ping center and sending 
as much as 3 feet (1 me- 
ter) of water into the Piggly 
Wiggly. Two schools had to 
cancel classes, said Escam- 
bia Sheriff Heath Jackson. 
To the south, in Baldwin 
County, as much as 250,000 
gallons (946,000 liters) of 
waste water overflowed 
from sewage systems along 
Mobile Bay, officials said. 

In Georgia, the National 
Weather Service said as 
many as 6 inches (15 centi- 
meters) of rain fell in a cres- 
cent-shaoped area from 
Columbus to Macon and 
then northeast toward Ath- 
ens, Gainesville and South 
Carolina. 








A Federal Bureau of Investigation agent boards an Amtrak train 


after a shooting aboard the train in downtown Tucson, Ariz., on 


Monday, Oct. 4, 2021. 


TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — Offi- 
cials on Thursday identified 
the armed passenger who 
died in a gunfight after 
fatally shooting a federal 
agent inside an Amtrak 
train in Arizona as Darrion 
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Taylor. The Pima County 
Medical Examiner's Office 
in Tucson said in a news re- 
lease that Taylor, 26, was 
shot in the torso and limbs. 
The wounds were not self-in- 
flicted, according to medi- 


Gunman who killed agent on Amtrak 
train in Arizona ID'd 


cal examiner Dr. Gregory 
Hess. A more detailed du- 
topsy will be completed 
sometime next month. 

A regional task force of 
Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration agents and local 
police officers were in- 
specting baggage for con- 
traband at the train station 
In| downtown Tucson on 
Monday morning. The train 
they were screening was 
the Sunset Limited, Train 2. 
It was making a scheduled 
stop in Tucson after leav- 
ing Los Angeles for New 
Orleans, according to Am- 
trak officials. Acting on tips 


from Amtrak, authorities 
say they got permission to 
search baggage belong- 
ing to Taylor and another 
passenger in the same row, 
Devonte Okeith Mathis. 
When an officer found two 
bulk packages of marijua- 
na during an inspection on 
the platform, Michael Gar- 
bo, a DEA group supervisor, 
and another agent reen- 
tered a train car to talk to 
Taylor. Authorities say that’s 
when Taylor opened fire, 
killing Garbo and wound- 
INg a second agent. An- 
other Tucson police officer 
was also caught in the gun- 


fire and wounded. 

The agent and officer both 
remain hospitalized. Their 
names have not been re- 
leased. Tucson police say 
several responding officers 
exchanged gunfire with 
Taylor, who barricaded 
himself in a bathroom. He 
was later found dead in- 
side. Mathis, meanwhile, 
was arrested on suspicion 
of knowingly and intention- 
ally possessing with the in- 
tent to distribute less than 
50 kilograms (110 pounds) 
of a mixture or substance 
containing a detectable 
amount of marijuana. L) 
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By KEN MORITSUGU 
Associated Press 

BEIJING (AP) — In a rela- 
tionship as fraught as Amer- 
ica’s and China's, just an 
agreement that talks were 
productive was a sign of 


progress. 
Nine months into Joe 
Biden's presidency, the 


two sides finally appear to 
be trying to ease tensions 
that date from the Trump 
administration though U.S. 
complaints about Chinese 
policies on trade, Taiwan 
and other issues are little di- 
minished. 

A closed-door meeting in 
Zurich on Wednesday be- 
tween senior Chinese for- 
eign policy adviser Yang 
Jiechi and White House na- 
tional security adviser Jake 
Sullivan was not accom- 
panied by the public acri- 
mony on display at earlier 
meetings. 

After the six-hour talks, the 
U.S. disclosed an agree- 
ment in principle for a vir- 
tual summit between Biden 
and Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping by the end of the 
year. The two have talked 
by phone twice since Biden 
became president in Janu- 
ary but not held a formal 
meeting. 

Major differences divide 
what are by many mea- 


iw 


sures the world's two most 
powerful nations as they 
jostle for what each sees as 
its rightful place in the world 
order. Some differences 
over regional security and 
trade and technology may 
be ireconcilable, but suc- 
cessful talks could manage 
them and prevent any spill- 
over that impedes cooper- 
ation in other areas such as 
climate change. 

“| don’t think this marks the 


WORLD NEWS AD 8 OCTOBER 2021 
U.S.-China challenge: Easing tensions despite differences 


turnaround and somehow 
we'll have a golden era, 
but maybe we've found 
the floor, or a floor, in which 
the relationships won't sink 
any deeper,” said Drew 
Thompson, a former USS. 
defense official who man- 
aged military-to-military re- 
lations with China, Taiwan 
and Mongolia. 

Thompson, a visiting fellow 
at the National University of 
Singapore, said the meet- 





. 


In this Feb. 14, 2019, file photo, Chinese staffers adjust the U.S. and Chinese flags before the 
opening session of trade negotiations between U.S. and Chinese trade representatives at the 
Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing. 
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ing in Zurich went “spec- 
tacularly well” compared 
with a March meeting in 
Alaska that Yang and Sul- 
livan attended and other 
U.S.-China meetings in the 
last three years. 

Zhao Kejin, a professor of 
international relations at 
Tsinghua University in Bel- 
jing, described the current 
direction as an attempt to 
ease tensions and said a Xi- 
Biden meeting could cap 


those efforts. 

“Compared to the tense 
relations during the Trump 
administration, the  cur- 
rent relationship is mov- 
ing toward mitigation,” he 
said. “As far as how far it 
will move, we will wait and 
see.” 

One thorn in the relation- 
shio was removed two 
weeks ago when U.S. pros- 
ecutfors reached a deal 
with a Chinese telecom 
executive that brought an 
end to prolonged extradi- 
tion proceedings in Cana- 
da and allowed her fo re- 
turn to China. 

Shortly after, two Canadi- 
ans held by China for more 
than two years were re- 
leased, and two Americans 
who had been blocked 
from leaving China were 
allowed fo return to the 
United States. 

And earlier this week, Chi- 
nese state media highlight- 
ed remarks by Biden’s top 
trade official, Katherine Tai, 
that she plans frank con- 
versations with her Chinese 
counterparts on resolving a 
tariff war. The U.S. admin- 
istration, though, has not 
said whether it will accede 
to Chinese demands fo roll 
back the tariffs, which were 
levied under former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump. LJ 





NATO chief hits out at Russia's ‘malign 


@ @oge ,] 
activities 
BRUSSELS (AP) — NATO Sec- 
retary-General Jens Stol- 
tenberg said Thursday that 
the organization withdrew 
the accreditation of eight 
Russian officials to the mili- 
tary alliance in response to 
a rise in “malign activities” 
by Moscow. 

The eight officials are to 
be deprived of access to 
NATO's Brussels headquar- 
ters from the end of the 
month because it believes 
they have been secretly 
working as intelligence of- 
ficers. NATO also reduced 
the number of positions 
that Russia can accredit 
oeople for from 20 down to 
10. 

“This decision is not linked 
to any particular event, but 
we have seen over some 
time now an increase in 


Russian malign activity, 
and therefore we need to 
be vigilant,” Stoltenberg 
told reporters. 

“The relationship between 
NATO and Russia is at its 
lowest point since the end 
of the Cold War. That's be- 
cause of the Russian be- 
havior. 

We have seen their ag- 
gressive actions, not least 
against Ukraine, but also 
the significant military build- 
Up and violations of impor- 
tant arms control agree- 
ments,” he said. 
Stoltenberg said that the 
decision to withdraw the 
accreditation of the eight 
“was done based on intelli- 
gence, was done because 
these are undeclared Rus- 
sian intelligence officers.” 
He said NATO must act 


when Russian delegation 
members “conduct activi- 
ties which not in line with 
their accreditation.” 

NATO suspended = practi- 
cal cooperation with Rus- 
sia in 2014 after if annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean Penin- 
sula, but has kept chan- 
nels open for high-level 
meetings and for military- 
to-military cooperation. But 
the NATO-Russia Council, 
their preferred forum, has 
only met sporadically since 
then. 

Agreeing on the agen- 
da for NRC meetings has 
proven a challenge. NATO 
invited Russia to take part 
in one such meeting more 
than 18 months ago, but 
Stoltenberg said Moscow 
has declined to take up the 
offer. 





NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg speaks during a 
media conference after a meeting of national security advisors 
at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021. 


Russia quickly rejected 
NATO's assertion that. it 
wants dialogue. Kremlin 


sookesman Dmitry Peskov 
said Thursday that “there Is 
obviously a contradiction 
between NATO represen- 
tatives’ statements about 
their desire to normalize re- 
lations with our country and 


Associated Press 


their real actions.” 

“Those actions leave us 
with no illusions about the 
possibility of normalizing ties 
and resuming a dialogue 
with NATO. In fact, such 
prospects are practically 
fully Undermined,” Peskov 
said in a conference call 
with reporters.) 
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S$. Korean court: Discharge of late transgender soldier unjust 


By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
A South Korean court ruled 
Thursday that the military 
unlawfully discriminated 
against the country’s first 
known transgender soldier 
by discharging her for un- 
dergoing gender reassign- 
ment surgery, in a landmark 
verdict that came seven 
months after she was found 
dead at her home. 

Activist groups said the de- 
cision by the Daejeon Dis- 
trict Court advances the 
rights of sexual minorities 
but also described It as de- 
layed justice for Byun Huil- 
su, Who had protested the 
army's decision to force 
her out. 

South Korea prohibits trans- 
gender people from join- 
ing the military but has no 
specific laws on what to do 
with those who have sex re- 
assignment operations dur- 
ing their time in service. 
Byun, who had been a staff 
sergeant and tank driver, 
was discharged in January 
2020 after the army con- 
cluded that her operation 
could be a reason for dis- 
missal. The army then cited 


~“ 


In this Jan. 22, 2020 file photo, South Korean army Sergeant Byun Hui-su salutes during a press 





conference at the Center for Military Human Right Korea in Seoul, South Korea. 


a law that allows the milli- 
tary to discharge person- 
nel with physical or mental 
disability if those problems 
didn’t result from combat 
or in the line of duty, and 
said Byun’s loss of male 
genitals amounted to a dis- 
ability. 

Byun, who said she had 
sex reassignment surgery in 
Thailand in November 2019 


after suffering depression 
over her sexual identity, 
expressed a desire to con- 
tinue serving, but a military 
panel rejected her appeal. 
She filed a lawsuit against 
the military in August 2020, 
and her relatives inherited 
the suit after she was found 
dead at her home in the 
central city of Cheongju in 
March this year. 


Associated Press 


The Daejeon court said 
the army’s decision to dis- 
charge Byun couldn't be 
legally justified because 
it was based on an asser- 
tion that she was male. The 
court pointed out that the 
army already knew Byun 
had applied to the Cheon- 
gju District Court to change 
her legal status as a wom- 
an before it decided to dis- 
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charge her. The Cheongju 
court granted Byun’s re- 
quest weeks after she was 
discharged. 

“In deciding whether Byun 
Hui-su’s case could be in- 
teroreted as a physical and 
mental disability as defined 
by the military personnel 
law, it’s obvious that the 
decision should have been 
based on the premise that 
(Byun) was a woman fol- 
lowing gender reassign- 
ment,” the Daejeon court 
said in a statement explain- 
ing Its ruling. 

“Therefore, the (army's) 
conclusion that Byun Hul- 
su’s loss of (her male geni- 
tals) amounted to physi- 
cal and mental disability, 
which was based on the 
premise that Byun Hul-su 
was male even after gen- 
der reassignment surgery, 
is undoubtedly illegal and 
should be canceled,” it 
said. Byun’s plight struck a 
nerve in a deeply conser- 
vative country where trans- 
gender people and other 
sexual minorities offen face 
harassment, abuse and 
discriminatory treatment, 
leaving many fighting de- 
pression. LJ 





Africa welcomes new malaria vaccine as a ‘game-changer’ 


By CHINEDU ASADU 
Associated Press 

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — Afri- 
can health officials are op- 
timistic that the world’s first 
malaria vaccine endorsed 
by the World Health Orga- 
nization will “dramatically 
change” the way the con- 
tinent of 1.3 billion people 
fights the disease. 

The new malaria vaccine is 
“a game-changer” in com- 
bating the disease which 
accounts for hundreds of 
thousands of deaths each 
year in Africa, Jonn Nken- 
gasong, director of the 
Africa Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
told an online press briefing 
Thursday. 

The WHO endorsed the 
vaccine on Wednesday 
based largely on clinical 
trials carried out in three 
African countries Ghana, 
Kenya and Malawi where 
more than 800,000 children 
have received the vaccine 


since 2019. 

The news has been re- 
ceived with excitement in 
Africa which accounted 
for 94% of the world’s ma- 
laria cases in 2019 with an 
estimated 215 million cas- 
es, according to the WHO 
World Malaria Report 2020. 





Malaria killed 386,000 peo- 
ple in the continent in 2019, 
more than 90% of the glob- 
al toll, with six African coun- 
tries accounting for more 
than half of the malaria 
deaths across the world, 
according to the WHO re- 
port. The Mosquirix malaria 


In this Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019 file photo, residents of the 
Malawi village of Tomali wait to have their young children 
become test subjects for the world’s first vaccine against malaria 
in a pilot program. 
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vaccine, which Glaxos- 
mithKline has been working 
on since 1987, has limited 
efficacy of about 30% in 
oreventing severe malaria 
and comes after decades 
of unsuccessful attempts to 
find protection against ma- 
laria. It offers some hope to 
children in African coun- 
tries where there Is limited 
access to bed nets and 
other preventive measures. 
The Africa CDC director 
also congratulated the 
three African countries that 
participated in the clinical 
trials for the malaria vac- 
cine, which he said shows 
“African leadership and a 
can-do attitude to resolv- 
ing and bringing solutions 
to some of our health prob- 
lems.” 

The Kenya Medical Re- 
search Institute, which has 
heloed to evaluate the 
vaccine, said in a _ state- 
ment if is “delighted” with 
the WHO’s endorsement. 


Bernhards Ogutu, chief re- 
search officer at the insti- 
tute also said the vaccine 
has proven effective in chil- 
dren between the ages of 
6 months and 2 years, and 
“where it has the greatest 
efficacy and greatest im- 
pact.” 

In Nigeria, the world’s most 
affected country with 27% 
of the global malaria bur- 
den, officials said they 
hope Africa’s most popu- 
lous Country will get prior- 
ity when distribution of the 
vaccine begins. 

“The Nigeria government 
and partners have to be 
proactive in providing the 
necessary guidelines,  in- 
frastructure and _ logistics 
ready so that when the 
vaccine becomes avail- 
able, we are ready for full 
implementation,” Perpetua 
Uhomoibhi, national coor- 
dinator of the National Ma- 
laria Elimination Program, 
told AP. LJ 
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Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Martine Moise, the wid- 
ow of Haiti's assassinated 
president, traveled to her 
homeland to answer ques- 
tions behind closed doors 
on Wednesday from a 
judge overseeing the mur- 
der case. 

Surrounded by heavy se- 
curity, Molise waved to 
supporters who yelled 
“Justice!” and entered the 
courthouse in the capital 
of Port-au-Prince, emerg- 
ing almost three hours later. 
“| answered 80 questions,” 
she said. “| gave him all the 
information | had.” 

The investigation into the 
July 7 attack in which Presi- 
dent Jovenel Molise was 
shot several times at his 
private home and his wife 
injured continues as many 
wonder who mastermind- 
ed and financed the assas- 
sination. More than 40 sus- 
pects have been arrested 
including 20 Haitian police 
officers and 18 former Co- 
lombian soldiers, with Co- 
lombian officials saying the 
majority did not know the 
true nature of the opera- 
tion. Authorities say other 
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Martine Moise, the widow of slain President Jovenel Moise, center, arrives to the courthouse to 





give testimony in the ongoing investigation into the assassination of her husband in Port-au-Prince, 


Haiti, Wednesday, Oct. 6, 2021. 


suspects are still on the run, 
including a former Haitian 
senator. As Martine Moise 
left the courthouse, a 
group of about 50 support- 
ers surrounded her car and 
chanted, “This is my mom! 
This is my mom!” 

Before departing, Moise 
said she was seeking jus- 
tice for her husband: “I'm 
calling on everyone who 
knows something about 
the assassination of my hus- 
band to bring some infor- 
mation to authorities.” 


Hong Kong police make 
largest smuggling bust 
worth $26.9M 


She declined further com- 
ment except to say that it 
is the first time she soeaks 
to the judge about the 
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case and that she would 
be available any time she 
is needed. Moise was flown 
to Miami after being shot 





erved. 


ily living there. Earlier in the 
day, supporters wearing 
white T-shirts emblazoned 
with a picture of Jove- 
nel Molse chanted and 
clapped as several yelled 
that the assassination was 
a blow for them. Some of 
them scuffled with critics of 
Motse who also were pres- 
ent. Martine Moise was in- 
terviewed the same day 
that the ombudsman-like 
Office of Citizen Protec- 
tion held a press confer- 
ence to demand that au- 
thorities investigate Haitian 
Prime Minister Ariel Henry. 
The former chief prosecu- 
tor of Port-au-Prince, whom 
Henry fired, said the prime 
minister had received two 
phone calls from a key 
suspect just hours after the 
assassination.) 
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HONG KONG (AP) — Hong Kong authorities on Thurs- 
day said they have made thelr largest smuggling bust, 
seizing goods including endangered species worth an 
estimated $26.9 million. 

The government said the smuggling ring operated 
Using soeedboats and that four trucks were also im- 
pounded in the raid. 

It said a 34-year-old man was arrested in the operation 
that began in June and more details were set to be 
released. A statement said the customs department 
and the marine police small boat division descended 
on the smugglers who were operating in the city’s New 
Territories close to mainland China on Sept. 23. 

“This is the largest smuggling case among all forms of 
smuggling by air, sea and land detected by Customs 
on record in terms of the seizure value,” the govern- 
ment said. 

Seized items displayed at a news conference includ- 
ed endangered plants, luxury handbags, cigars and 
shark’s fin, which is prized as a delicacy in southern 
Chinese cuisine. 

The semi-autonomous southern Chinese city has a 
high demand for luxury items along with abundant 
air and sea links to world markets. However, officials 
at the news conference said the smuggled items ap- 
peared intended for customers in mainland China.LJ 





Indulge in an endless seafood buffet every SUnday night at Aquarius. 
Enjoy countless seafood options from hand-made sushi to exquisite 
fish dishes made with fresh local ingredients. 


Every Sunday from 5:30pm-10:30pm. 
$65 pp + 15% service charge. 


For more info. or to make a reservation, please call 523-6156. 
Or visit facebook.com/AquariusRestaurantAruba. 
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Pering’s Vice President for International Operation Alberto Perret Gentil: 
“With us you stay close to the ocean fo live your dream" 


ORANJESTAD — We inter- 
viewed Pering’s Vice Presi- 
dent for International Op- 
eration Alberto Perret Gen- 
til from his apartment at 
Blue Residences. The Perret 
Group has been in real es- 
tate development in Aruba 
for quite some time now. 


How do you see the real es- 
tate market in Aruba mov- 
ing forward? 

Pering is a 7O year old 
company founded by our 
father and a close friend 
back in 1950 and this is our 
20th year anniversary in 
Aruba. We feel nowadays 
like Arubans and are very 
thankful to Aruba and its 
people for welcoming us 
when we had to move part 
of our business from our na- 
tive Venezuela. Irwin my 
brother has been at the 
helm of the company for 
some 35 years and | have 
been responsible for the 
Aruba operation since | 
moved here with my family 
14 years ago. 

Going back to your ques- 
tion. Aruba is a two tier 
market; the tourist market 


\ sit is 


(+297) 594 6395 


Weststraat 2 | O°Stad, Aruba 


and the local market. 

The tourist real estate mar- 
ket is booming because 
many people from the USA 
and Canada learned how 
to work from afar; from 
their dream destination via 
Zoom or Microsoft Teams. It 
has been the best year of 
our history sales wise. We ex- 
pect prices on this segment 
to go up given the high 
demand and also the in- 
crease In construction pric- 
es of 15%-20% worldwide. 
Prices in the US already in- 
creased and Aruba’s are 
still lagging. We are seeing 
also a new trend of people 
looking for villas and larger 
formats like 3BRs, 4BRs and 
Penthouses with one of the 
rooms turned into a home 
office now that they want 
to soend more time “wor- 
kationing” from here. 
Regarding the Aruban _lo- 
cal market we expect 
more supply coming as 
some people unfortunately 
won't be able to pay their 
mortgaged loans given the 
economic hardships of the 
last year not allowing allow 
prices to increase. 


But there is a moratorium 
by the Government on 
condominium develop- 
ments. 

Since December 2018. 
| personally think is not 
warranted. | have heard 
there are 1000 condos on 
the pipeline since we got 
here in 2001, but the real- 
ity is different. Look around 
how many have been built 
since or how many are 
currently under construc- 
tion, 702, 100 tops?. If you 
compare the number of 
vacation condominiums of 
for example Miami, Puerto 
Rico or Turks & Caycos vis 
a vis hotel/timeshare rooms 
Aruba has proportionate- 
ly way less. And condo- 
miniums are great for the 
economy; its GDP, in gen- 
eral targeting high income 
individuals that soend on 
the island, pay its taxes in 
addition to the 6% transfer 
tax on purchase price they 
must paid to the Govern- 
ment and with very little if 
any pressure on more immi- 
gration. 

Why did you choose fo live 
in Blue If you are also the 


LIVING 


H ith Ne. Most Spec lac ular View 


ancl check tout for vourse 


sales(@harbourhousearuba.com 


WWW. HARBOURHOUSEARL BA.COM 





ie 1 BYANA 








Oceania, 
Azure and Harbour House. 


developer of 


Each project has its own 
magic; Oceania has Eagle 
Beach, one of the very best 
in the world, Harbour House 
amazing city and ocean 
views and the downtown 
living experience and in 
Azure | like the lobby/res- 
taurant and pool areas. 
Don't fell anyone but Blue 
is my favorite!!. | like the ex- 
pansive landscaped areas 
and the views toward Ea- 
gle Beach from my terrace. 
It has a more tranquil, pri- 
vate and a more easygo- 
ing ambiance. We just in- 
stalled a new whirlpool, will 
soon Commence works on 
the Prikichi Lounge at the 
lobby area and hopefully 
will finally get the permit 
for the beach bar across 
the street by the name 
of “Laama”, an exclusive 
beach gathering space 
with tapas and drinks by 
Chef Urvin Croes from the 
Dejavu Group . 

Also worth mentioning In- 
fini, competing for the best 
restaurant in Aruba with 
Lima Bistro, soon to open 
at Harbour House. A new 
soa operator, state of the 
art fitness center, tennis 
and beach tennis facilities 
among others. 


But lately we see many 
penthouses for sale? 

That is correct and a 
great opportunity by the 
way. Our original owners 
were mostly wealthy Ven- 


ezuelans. Many recently 
moved their permanent 
residence to Europe and 
the US and cannot enjoy 
their “weekend getaway”. 
And currently Venezuelans 
have restrictions to enter 
Aruba and thus rather sell. 
| bought my PH in a resale 
recenlly. 

Large format units are sell- 
ing like hotcakes in Aruba, 
people that decided to 
work from their dream des- 
tination and with the best 
internet in the Caribbean. 
Workation is here to stay. | 
personally love the interior 
design of Blue Residences 
3BRs or 5 BRs penthouses, its 
big balconies overlooking 
the ocean where we gath- 
er with friends and family 
almost weekly for BBQ or 
paella, its vaulted ceilings 
and double the ocean 
views as Is if has two levels. 


What keeps you busy these 
days? 

Working on a new devel- 
opment opportunity we 
hope to announce short- 
ly and staying busy with 
opening HarbourWalk, the 
ocean front retail area on 
Harbour House as well as re 
launching the “ Pa Amor di 
Nos Aruba” PANA Founda- 
tion, our social responsibility 
arm. Should find more time 
to soend with wife and kids 
though. 


Any final tip for a person 
looking to buy a second 
home in Aruba? 

Stay close to the ocean!!) 
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WIN S10 UP 10 51,000 IN FREE 204! aM Us) DAY YOU JOIN) THE CLUB? 
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We’ re giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table 
game players every 
30 minutes from 
7pm to 11:30pm! 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 





Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


nn lers Monch your ial Pec sci 2021 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 





ORANJESTAD - In 2019, the first 
drawing contest for primary 
schools students about the Dog 
law was organized. This contest 
took place weeks after the Nation- 
al Plan, which addresses the stray 
dog problem, was announced. The 
theme for that year was the Dog 
law. 


Last year a drawing and coloring 
contest was organized for kinder- 
garten children till the third grade 
with a theme: “Your favorite pet”. 
This is the third year that a drawing 
contest is organized for children 
through their drawings express and 
learn about the Dog law. Post Aru- 
ba N.V. will use the drawing of four 


children as stamps for 2022. The 
deadline to submit the drawings 
was September 23, 2021. 

The action committee received 
more than a thousand participa- 
tion forms. On September 29, the 
judges chose 24 winners; for each 
school grade and theme, they 
chose a winner. Given the talent 


displayed by our children, the judg- 
es decided to nominate for each 
class a runner-up. Thirty children, 
each with one adult, received an 
invitation to receive their gift at 
the government building and take 
pictures with Prime Minister Evelyn 
Wever-Croes, Minister Ursell Arends, 
and Minister Endy Croes.(_} 





Results Census2020 - Education 


ORANJESTAD - The Central 
Bureau of Statistics (CBS) 


including different 
of online education. 


Types 
For 


children between 0-3 years 
that visited a day-care 





presents the results of the 
Censo2020 for the topic, 
Education. 


In Aruba, for several de- 
cades, the percentage 
of children and youth fol- 
lowing education is very 
high. The results of the Cen- 
502020 underscore this one 
more time. 

The results indicate that 
87.5% of children and youth 
in the age group O to 17 
years are attending school 
or following an education, 


children between 4 and 
16 years for whom com- 
oulsory education is ap- 
plicable, the percentage 
of participation is much 
higher, namely 98,7%. The 
participation percentage 
is almost the same for boys 
(98.6%) and girls (98,9%). 
The main reasons for not 
going to school were physi- 
cal or mental health prob- 
lems followed by the cur- 
rent COVID-19 pandemic. 
Compared to Censo2010, 
in 2020, the percentage of 


center decreased. While 
In 2010, 45.4% of children 
till 3 years old were visiting 
a day-care center, in 2020, 
the percentage stood at 
35.9%. There was also a 
slight decrease for children 
attending school, aged 
4 to 5 years from 97.9% in 
2010 to 96.0% in 2020. In the 
age group, 6 to 11 years, 
the results of Censo2020 
showed a slight increase in 
the percentage of children 
attending school, from 
98.8% in 2010 pa 99.3% in 





2020. There was also an 
increase for young per- 
sons between 12 and 17 
years. While in 2010, 96.0% 
of young persons were af- 
tending school, in 2020, this 
percentage increased fo 
98.1%. The percentage of 


»/CDS 
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boys J o attending 
school is almost the same, 
87.3% for boys and 87.7% for 
girls between 0-17 years.L) 


For more information go to 
www.cbs.aw 
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New beginnings after the kitchen table and beyond with new restaurant: 


Infini by Chef Urvin Croes 


PALM BEACH — After spear- 
heading The Kitchen Table for 
five years, receiving notable 
recognitions in USA Today, The 
Daily Meal and earning the #1 
spot on Tripadvisor’s list of Fine 
Dining Restaurants in the Carib- 
bean, Chef Urvin Croes has now 
moved on to higher heights. In- 
fini, his new chef's table, which 
opened at the Blue Residences 
in November 2020, allows the 
Michelin-trained Aruban cu- 
linary artist to create gastro- 
nomic experiences unconfined 
by cultural or regional expec- 
tations. The former The Kitchen 
Table space has since been 
renovated into a suitable cu- 
linary studio to host this vision. 
In describing these changes, 
Croes says: “We opened up the 
entire kitchen and elevated the 
dining tables so guests have a 
front row stadium-like view of 
each step of the preparations. 
The spotlights, which we care- 
fully choreograph, follow the 
plates’ transition from blank 
canvas into culinary works of 
art.” 


“It is a flavor that you cannot de- 
fine, but you can create." 

He had been sitting on the first 
menu for over a year. Inspired by 
umami, one of the five basic tastes, 
and also Japanese for “essence of 
deliciousness”, Chef Croes strived 
to organically produce this palate 
in each dish of the eight-course 
Chef's Impression. “It is a flavor that 
you cannot define, but you can 
create. Take our popular langous- 
tine for example; we combined 
elements that are rarely paired 
together: the bitter, sour and salty 
flavors of the lemon cream, kom- 
bucha, green grapes, watercress 
and achiote, fused with the sweet 
and delicate taste of the langous- 
tine induce ultimate umami.” 


After hosting the first menu for 
three months, the Executive Chef 
introduced a second tour de force 
in February 2021 — this time a pes- 


catarian menu dedicated to Lent, 
of which Croes has to say: “I want- 
ed to focus on the finest fish in the 
world, they are the protagonists 
of this season.” Visitors can expe- 
rience the second Chef's Impres- 
sion until May 2021, at which point 
Croes and his team will reveal ex- 
citing new flavors for the summer. 


"Without a great team, there is no 
great chef” 

“There is very little | can do by my- 
self. Without a great team, there Is 
no great chef”, says Croes, while 
raving about the six young profes- 
sionals sharing his kitchen. All grad- 
uates of Aruba’s EPI College and 
familiar faces to the Chef as each 
one has completed their culinary 
internship Under his guidance. In 
fact, Infini’s Chef de Cuisine, Ash- 
win Maduro, was Urvin’'s very first 
student, before relocating to Am- 
sterdam, where he worked at sev- 
eral Michelin-starred restaurants, 
including &moshik (formally &Sam- 
houd Places). Having recently re- 





turned to Aruba, Chef Maduro Is 
thrilled to be reunited with his first 
mentor and hopes to secure Arvu- 
ba’s soace on the global map of 
Unique culinary experiences. Simi- 
larly, after four years working in the 
two-Michelin starred restaurant 
Seectrum, Chef de Partie Moises 
Ramirez returned home to share 
his vast experience in formulating 
recipes with meticulous attention 
to detail and consistency. Further 
down the kitchen line, Chef de 
Partie Alvaro Yi, who has worked 
at the two-Michelin starred FG 
Restaurant, is all about expressing 
himself through cooking and plat- 
ing to create art that you can eat. 
Mixologist Marc-Anthony Rannis 
brings eight years of experience In 
the fine dining industry to Infini. His 
fine craftsmanship is displayed in 
the unparalleled wine pairings and 
signature cocktails, which include 
his personally homemade syrups, 
garnishes and fresh local ingredi- 
ents. Maitre D’ and Junior Somme- 
lier Jessica Theysen, who previously 
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managed renowned Chef Den- 
nis Huwae's Restaurant Daalder 
in Amsterdam, is a true storyteller. 
From the moment she serves the 
Salinity welcome drink and the cu- 
linary tale begins, she takes you on 
an adventure around the world 
to discover never-before-tasted 
combinations. Then, towards the 
end of the night, it is his time to 
shine — Pastry Chef Jean-Claude 
Werleman, that is. After soending 
the last two years perfecting his 
recipes in the Pastry Department of 
the Ritz Carlton Aruba, Werleman 
joins Infini fo continue exploring his 
passion for experimenting with col- 
ors and bold flavors. 


"It's time to show that Aruba is a cu- 
linary destination of its own" 

“The goal is to leave our visitors 
soeechless. The look on their faces 
whenever they take the first bite 
says it all and it is priceless", shares 
Croes, with a smile. Reclaiming the 
soot of number one restaurant in 
the Caribbean is also in sight, but 
this time he will not stop there. “In 
the end, we want Aruba to be 
recognized for its culinary mastery. 
We have trained the best culinary 
artists right here on the island and 
they have proven themselves in- 
ternationally in the most renowned 
kitchens in the world. Now it is time 
to show that Aruba is a culinary 
destination of its own. Who knows 
where that will take us; hopefully to 
infinity and beyond.” 













Infini located at Blue Residenc- | 
es currently serves an eight- | 
course Chef's Impression to up 
to 21 guests starting at 6:30PM. 
To make reservations visit www. | 
infiniaruba.com or call +297- 
— -699-3982.1_)} 
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Puzzle overhanging job market: When will more people return? 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — When 
the U.S. government issues 
the September jobs report 
on Friday, the spotlight will 
fall not only on how many 
people were hired last 
month. A second question 
will command attention, 
too: Are more people final- 
ly starting to look for work? 
To an extent that has sur- 
orised economists, many 
people who lost or quit their 
jobs during the pandemic 
recession have yet to look 
for work again despite a 
robust economic rebound 
that has leff many employ- 
ers desperate to hire. 
Across the country, wide- 
spread and persistent labor 
shortages have hampered 
industries from restaurants 
and hotels to manufactur- 
ing and construction. Ex- 
pectations that more ap- 
plicants would flow into the 
job market in September as 
schools reopened and fed- 
eral unemployment bene- 
fits ended have dimmed. A 
key reason is that corona- 
virus cases stemming from 
the delta variant remain 
high, although the pace 
of confirmed infections has 
slowed in recent weeks. 
Speaking at a news confer- 
ence last month, Federal 
Reserve Chair Jerome Pow- 
ell acknowledged that a 
surge of job seekers didn’t 
likely occur last month, 
largely because of a re- 
newed fear of infection. 

“It didn't happen with any 
force in September, and a 
lot of that was delta,” Pow- 
ell said. 

Many economists still think 
that most of the roughly 3 
million people who lost jobs 
and stopped looking for 
work since the pandem- 
ic struck will resume. their 
searches as COVID wanes. 
It took years after the 2008- 
2009 recession, they note, 
for the proportion of peo- 
ple working or seeking work 
to return to pre-recession 
levels. The government 
doesn't count people as 
Unemployed unless they’re 
actively looking for jobs. 
Still, there are signs that 
some of the factors that 
have kept many jobless 
people on the sidelines 
may be starting to ease. 


If so, a larger pool of job 
seekers might have helped 
boost hiring in September 
— or, If not, could do so in 
the coming months. 


September caused 2,000 
schools to close for an aver- 
age of six days in 39 states. 
“The possibility of further 
Unpredictable disruptions,” 


supplemental Unemploy- 
ment aid has boosted the 
number of applications 
his Company is receiving, 
even though the number 
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A staff at the California Department Fish & Wildlife examines a 
oil spill in Huntington Beach, Calif., Monday, Oct. 4, 2021. 


According to a survey by 
the Census Bureau, for ex- 
ample, the number of peo- 
ple who aren't working be- 
cause they must stay home 
to care for a child declined 
by half in September com- 
pared with June. That fig- 
ure had barely dropped 
last fall, when many schools 
remained closed and con- 
ducted virtual learning. The 
new census figures suggest 
that more parents, particu- 
larly mothers, might have 
rejoined the workforce last 
month as the school year 
began and their children 
returned fo school. 

In addition, an August sur- 
vey by the job listings web- 
site Indeed found that the 
proportion of unemployed 
Americans who said they’d 
like to find a job once the 
school year began had 
more than doubled from 
just two months earlier. 

Yet there are also signs that 
it might be too soon to ex- 
pect a flood of parents to 
have rejoined the labor 
market. Lael Brainard, a 
member of the Fed’s Board 
of Governors, noted in a 
recent soeech that CO- 
VID-19 outbreaks in late 


Brainard said, “could cause 
some parents to delay their 
plans to return to the labor 
force.” 

Several enhanced unem- 
ployment benefits ended 
in early September, includ- 
ing a $300-a-week fed- 
eral supplement as well as 
programs that, for the first 
time, covered gig workers 
and people who were job- 
less for six months or more. 
So far, the ending of those 
programs appears to have 
had only a small effect 
on the number of people 
seeking work. 

Governors in about 25 
states ended the $300 ben- 
efit before the nationwide 
expiration in September. 
Research by economists 
at Goldman Sachs found 
that unemployed people 
who were looking for work 
were much more likely to 
take jobs when their ben- 
efits ended. But the early 
cut-offs did not cause peo- 
ple on the sidelines to start 
searching again, Goldman 
concluded. 

Scott Sureddin, chief exec- 
utive of DHL Supply Chain 
North America, said he be- 
lieves that the ending of 
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of job-seekers remains be- 
low pre-pandemic levels. 
The company plans to hire 
about 12,000 temporary 
employees for the holiday 
season. So far, it has filled 
about half those jobs. 

The company has raised 
pay for warehouse workers 
from $15 an hour, before 
COVID struck, to roughly 
$18 to $20, Sureddin said. 
The company also cen- 
tralized its hiring so it could 
bring people on board 
faster — before another 
employer could hire them. 
Still, finding enough driv- 
ers remains a challenge, 
Sureddin said, just as it was 
before COVID. Many peo- 
ple are reluctant to drive 
long routes away from their 
families for an extended 
period. The company is of- 
fering more flexible sched- 
ules at its warehouses, in 
part fo accommodate par- 
ents. 

“A lot of people are chang- 
ing careers based on 
where they want to work, 
and whether they can 
soend more time with their 
family,” he added. 
Another reason workers are 
scarce is a surge in retire- 


ments among older, more 


affluent workers whose 
home equity and_= stock 
portfolios have surged 


since the pandemic struck 
and who have managed 
to build up savings. Gold- 
man Sachs estimates that 
about 1.5 million people 
have retired who wouldn't 
have before the pandemic 
upended the economy. 
Many of these people will 
likely stay retired, econo- 
mists expect. 

In the meantime, fear of 
COVID continues to keep 
some would-be job seek- 
ers on the sidelines, nota- 
bly those who. previously 
worked in  public-facing 
service jobs at restaurants, 
bars, hotels and retailers. 
“Folks are just hesitant to 
take hourly jobs with a high 
likelihood of interacting 
with the public,” said Dave 
Gilbertson, vice president 
of UKG, a software com- 
pany that tracks the shifts 
worked af its 35,000 client 
companies. Its data has 
closely matched the gov- 
ernment’s jobs numbers this 
yeor. 

Gilberston said that UKG’s 
data points to modestly 
better hiring in September 
compared with August. 
He said the delta variant, 
which sharply slowed hir- 
ing in August, reduced the 
number of shifts worked last 
month in the Southeast, 
where COVID cases soared 
in late summer. 

Brainard noted that the 
number of people not 
working because they had 
COVID or were caring for 
someone with the disease 
doubled between July and 
early September, accord- 
ing to Census data. 
Economists have forecast 
that employers added 
488,000 jobs in September 
— about half the gains in 
both June and July but well 
above August's sluggish 
235,000 job growth. They 
expect the unemployment 
rate to drop from 5.2% to 
5.1%. 

“It may just be that it’s go- 
ing to take more time,” 
Powell said at his news con- 
ference last month, “but it 
still seems that inexorably, 
people will ... get back to 
work when It’s time to do 
that.”L) 
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A staff at the California Department Fish & Wildlife examines a contaminated Sanderling from the 
oil spill in Huntington Beach, Calif., Monday, Oct. 4, 2021. 
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Birds, wetlands may bear early brunt of 


California spill 


By AMY TAXIN 

Associated Press 

HUNTINGTON BEACH, Calif. (AP) — Since 
Qa pipeline spilled crude off the Califor- 
nia coast this weekend, only a handful of 
oiled birds have been recovered in what 
environmental advocates said could be a 
hopeful sign for the region's wildlife. 

But they said it’s too soon to know how 
many seabirds, marine mammals and 
other animals will ultimately be affected 
by the oily film covering marsh areas and 
floating on the ocean or for how long. 
Oiled seabirds are offen among the earli- 
est victims of a spill because gobs of crude 
washing up onto the sand and wetlands 
can clump their feathers together, leaving 
them chilled by the cold ocean water. Sea 
mammals and fish that ingest oil can also 
be affected later on, while damage to 
coastal wetlands where fish go to soawn 
can erode critical habitat for scores of 
species, environmental experts said. 
“Those wetlands are nurseries for hundreds 
of soecies and they also reduce erosion 
and storm surge,” said Peter Kareiva, presi- 
dent and chief executive of the Aquarium 
of the Pacific in Long Beach. “To lose wet- 
lands, the coastal vegetation, Is not good 
for the people who live along the coast 
and it’s also not good for the fish along the 
coast.” Oil has been washing up on South- 
ern California beaches and wetlands since 
a suspected leak In an underwater pipe- 
line sent sent 126,000 gallons (572,807 liters) 
of heavy crude into the ocean waters. The 
spill fouled the sands of famed Huntington 
Beach, known as Surf City USA, and could 
keep some beaches closed for weeks or 
longer. If also prompted state officials to 
shut down fishing on a long stretch of the 
Orange County coast. 

At nearby Talbert Marsh in Huntington 


Beach, a fish jumped and splashed in oily 
water while two pelicans moved across 
the surface nearby. The wetland area 
right off the beach has been blocked off 
to the public and barriers laid across the 
surface of the water fo try to prevent the 
foul-smelling crude from spreading. 
Michael Ziccardi, director of the Oiled 
Wildlife Care Network, said four oiled birds 
have been recovered since the spill, one 
that had to be euthanized. The group has 
fielded about 20 calls from residents report- 
ing oiled animals and dispatches teams to 
assess and, If necessary, capture and treat 
the birds, he said. 

Ziccardi said the relatively few reports of 
oil-laden wildlife leave him “cautiously 
optimistic” about the extent of the spill’s 
impact. “It’s much better than we had 
feared,” he told reporters on Monday. 

But in other offshore oil spills the largest 
number of oiled birds have been col- 
lected two to five days out from the inci- 
dent, Ziccardi said, so it’s too soon to know 
how big the impact will be. Teams are out 
searching for affected animals in the spill 
area and beyond, he said, adding that 
birds that are oiled but can still fly should 
be captured by trained experts so they 
can be treated and released. 

Marine mammals can also be affected by 
a spill but more often the issues they face 
are long-term due to ingestion or inhala- 
tion of oil, he said. Harbor seals and sea 
lions, for example, don’t rely on their fur to 
stay warm and so they don’t typically suf- 
fer as many external effects from a spill as 
birds, he said. 

The impact on these animals will fake much 
longer to understand, he said, adding that 
researchers are just starting to learn about 
some of these long-term effects from the 
2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill.) 
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Google says flight search tool can help you fly ‘greener’ 


By MATT OTT 

AP Business Writer 

SILVER SPRING, Md. (AP) 
— Searching for flights on 
Google just got “greener.” 
A new search’ feature 
rolled out Wednesday fells 
users which flights have 
lower carbon emissions, 
giving them the ability to 
choose flights based on 
carbon emissions just as 
they would price or the 
number of layovers. 

A basic search for flights 
will give an estimate of 
how many kilograms of 
carbon dioxide the flight 
will soew from start to fin- 
ish. Users can prioritize their 
search by emissions, much 
like they can by price, if 
desired. Flights with emis- 
sions below the median 
get highlighted in green. 
Google said the estimates 
are a combination of data 
from the European Envi- 
ronmental Agency and 
flight-specific information it 
gets from airlines and other 
providers. That data could 
include an aircraft's age, 
model and configuration, 
the soeed and altitude it 
files at and the distance 
between the flight’s origin 
and destination. 

Some flights may not have 
estimates because of a 
lack of data on certain air- 
craft or other missing infor- 
mation, Google said. The 
company added that the 
estimates don’t yet take 
Into account what direc- 
tion the plane is heading 
— a potentially significant 
factor if flying into or with 
the jet stream, or whether 
or not the flight is using bio- 
fuels or other alternatives. 
Using the new fool, the 
least polluting flights from 
the Washington, D.C., area 
to Chicago are all United 
flights using Boeing 737s. 
The 128 kilograms of car- 
bon dioxide falls 21% be- 
low the median. An Ameri- 
can Ajrlines flight on an- 
other Boeing 737 from San 
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In this Nov. 18, 2019 file photo, the logo of Google is displayed on a carpet at the entrance hall of 


Google France in Paris. 


Francisco to New York with 
a stop in Dallas emits 535 ki- 
lograms of carbon dioxide, 
9% less than the median for 
that route. Multiple stops 
can often result in an in- 
crease in emissions, but it’s 
not always the case. Non- 
stop flights aren’t always 
less polluting, particularly 
on longer routes. Google 
says that a more fuel-effi- 
cient plane can emit less 
on a multiple-stop journey 
than an older plane on a 
non-stop route. Aijrolanes 
account for a small por- 
tion of emissions that cause 
climate change about 2% 
to 3% but their share has 
been growing rapidly and 
is expected to roughly tri- 
ple by mid-century with the 
global growth in travel. 

The airline trade group Alr- 
lines for America says U.S. 
carriers have more than 
doubled the fuel efficiency 
of their fleets since 1978 








Downtown _ 





and plan further reductions 
in carbon emissions. But the 
independent International 
Council on Clean Transpor- 
tation says passenger traffic 
is growing nearly four times 
faster than fuel efficiency, 
leading to a 33% increase 
in emissions between 2013 
and 2019. The new emis- 
sions tool follows Google’s 
introduction last month of 
a way for people to find 
“eco-certified” hotels. Also 
on Wednesday, Google 
introduced technology 
that allows drivers to find 
more fuel-efficient routes 
on Google Maps and from 
Google's Nest thermostat, 
Upgrades that will help 
people find energy from 
the power grid during times 
of day when its sources are 
cleaner, such as from wind 
and solar. 

The new features are part 
of a sustainability initiative 
Google CEO Sundar Pichai 
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highlighted Wednesday. 
“Climate change is no 
longer a distant threat — 
it's increasingly local and 
personal,” Pichai wrote in 
a blog post. “We need ur- 
gent and meaningful solu- 
tions to address this press- 
ing challenge,” he added, 
saying the company has 
committed to run its data 
centers and campuses 
on carbon-free energy by 
2030. L) 
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aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle (Maria) Tel. 585 8145 
San Nicolas: 

Centro MedicoTel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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In ‘Lamb,’ a haunting Icelandic film about motherhood 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

Noomi Rapace flew into 
Iceland to film “Lamb” on 
a Sunday and on Monday 
morning, she was literally 
delivering baby lambs on 
camera. There wasn’t time 
to wait or practice. If was 
the last week of lambing 
season and the crew had 
already told the mother 
sheep that they could not 
give birth until Rapace ar- 
rived. They were aft least 
half-joking. 

Although Rapace has 
been put to the test in films 
like “Prometheus” and “The 
Girl with the Dragon Tat- 
too,” delivering baby ani- 
mals was a new one. 

“| had this adrenaline rush 
right before | stepped in 
and | could just feel my 
heart racing,” Rapace 
said. “And then as soon as 
| was in the situation, it just 
felt so natural. It felt like | 
know how to do this weirdly 
enough. You don’t have 
time to think or to be ner- 
vous. You just got to do it, 
you know?” 

IN some ways, if was an 
appropriately intense and 
bizarre start for what is cer- 
tainly an intense and bi- 
zarre film in which a child- 
less couple, Maria (Ra- 
pace) and Ingvar (Hilmir 
Snaer Gudnason}, discover 
a half lamb, half human 
baby in their barn and de- 
cide to raise her as their 
own. It’s almost a no-brain- 
er that A24, the studio and 
distributor that has put out 
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This image released by A24 shows Noomi Rapace in a scene from the film “Lamb.” 


films like “Midsommar” and 
“The Lobster,” would jump 
at the chance to bring this 
strange Icelandic tale to 
a wide audience (it opens 
Friday in North American 
theaters). 

“Lamb” is the feature de- 
but of Valdimar Johanns- 
son, who has spent much 
of his career working vari- 
ous crew jobs for Hollywood 
productions that make 
a stop in Iceland. “Pro- 
metheus” was actually one 
such gig (he laughed that 
he worked in the “smoke 
and fog department”) 
but he didn’t cross paths 
with Rapace there. Still, he 
knew she'd be perfect for 
Maria, who wants a child of 
her own. Plus, she already 
spoke Icelandic, having 


lived there for a bit as a kid. 
JOhannsson can’t quite 
remember how the idea 
came to him, but he started 
collecting haunting images 
and put together a scrap- 
book that he delivered to 
Rapace along with a script 
he co-wrote with Sjon, an 
Icelandic poet and novel- 
ist. 

“It’s a family drama with 
just one element that is 
off,” said Rapace, laugh- 
ing. “It’s such a beautiful 
story about motherhood. 
She’s like trapped in this 
limbo reality of grief in the 
beginning, and then she's 
given this opportunity to 
heal. Maria’s journey was 
so. Inspiring and original 
and strange at the same 
time. | love the simplicity of 
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the story.” 

The shoot was not quite as 
simple. To create the child, 
Ada, production used 10 
children of various ages 
and four lambs and edited 
them together. There was 
very little CGI, Johannsson 
said. It’s perhaps why the 
image is so disarming and 
effective. 

On top of that, the set was 
in a very isolated region of 
Iceland, where sheep al- 
ready outnumber humans 
two to one, with no phone 
signal and where the sun- 
light shines for nearly 20 
hours a day. 

“| feel like | left the world 
and | was living within this 
reality for three months. 
Maria very much took over 
me and my body and my 


dreams,” Rapace said. “But 
it helos you... And it really 
reflected the way a lot of 
people live in Iceland. My 
grandmother, family mem- 
bers of mine, they do live 
on those remote farms.” 
Rapace loves too that the 
film taps into something pri- 
mal and mythological. 
“When | was pregnant with 
my son! dreamt that! gave 
birth to like weird crea- 
tures. My worst nightmare 
would be to give birth to 
something that is half hu- 
man. I've done it in ‘Pro- 
metheus’ and here I'm the 
mother of something that’s 
in between,” she said. “For 
me, films are freedom and 
there’s no rules and we 
can explore and _ investi- 
gate from a place of total 
freedom. There’s no bad. 
There’s no good. It’s just like 
‘what are we? What is the 
human species and what 
else is there?’” 

Johannsson didn’t make 
the film thinking it would 
get a big international re- 
lease, but he’s excited that 
itis. And he said he was ac- 
tually more nervous for the 
oremiere in Iceland than at 
the Cannes Film Festival. 
“The Icelandic people, you 
know if you shoot some- 
thing in the North and then 
cut If with something in the 
South, they'll be like ‘it’s not 
how It is! | don’t recognize 
that!’” he said. 

But if turns out he didn’t 
have anything to fear: Ice- 
landic sheep farmers liked 
it too.L) 








The Fisk Jubilee Singers perform at the Americana Honors & 
Awards show Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2021, in Nashville, Tenn. 
Associated Press 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 

AP Entertainment Writer 
Nashville, Tenn. (AP) — The 
Fisk Jubilee Singers’ _ first 


tour wasn’t an immediate 
success, but their perse- 
verance through financial 
hardship to find an audi- 


Fisk Jubilee Singers celebrate 150 years 
since first tour 


ence took them around 
the world and kept their 
school afloat. Fisk University 
in Nashville, Tennessee, cel- 
ebrated the singing group's 
150th anniversary on 
Wednesday and reflected 
on a legacy that was built 
with their performances of 
slave spirituals, which kept 
alive not only the university 
but also a musical tradition. 
Poet, author and educator 
Nikki Giovanni, who is a Fisk 
alumna, talked about that 
first four during her keynote 
speech during Jubilee Day, 
their annual event. 


“We're here today cel- 
ebrating,’ Giovanni said. 
“But when we look at how 
we carried those songs, 
and we carry those songs 
now, and we still lean on 
the everlasting arms.” 
Opened as a liberal arts 
school for freed Black 
slaves in 1866, Fisk Univer- 
sity was financially strug- 
gling just a few years later. 
Giovanni explained that 
one of the students, Ella 
Sheppard, who was born a 
Slave, offered to help. She 
was a piano player. 

Nine students, some of 


those former slaves or de- 
scendants of slaves, set off 
on a tour on Oct. 6, 1871, 
singing mostly European 
songs, such as those by Gil- 
bert and Sullivan, to white 
audiences, Giovanni said. 
They got little response 
and barely made enough 
money to feed themselves, 
but still managed to do- 
nate money to victims of 
the deadly Chicago fire of 
1871. The turning point was 
when they started singing 
the songs their ancestors 
had brought with them to 
America: spirituals.L} 
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No more excuses: Deontay Wilder rejuvenated for Fury finale 


By GREG BEACHAM 

AP Sports Writer 

World champion boxers 
have reacted to their first 
career losses in all sorts of 
dramatic ways while they 
scramble to cope after 
their mental armor of invin- 
cibility is OUnctured. 

Some fire their longtime 
trainers. Others make un- 
believable, outlandish ex- 
cuses. Nearly all insist the 
defeat was an unfair, un- 
deserved setback that will 
be set right immediately. 
Deontay Wilder did alll 
three in the days, weeks 
and months after Tyson 
Fury badly beat him in Feb- 
ruary 2020. The former WBC 
heavyweight champion 
clearly struggled To process 
his first loss since the 2008 
Beijing Olympics, and he 
resoonded by upending 
his career and his reputa- 
tion in a quest to make it 
better. Wilder (42-1-1, 41 
KOs) also exercised the 
rematch clause in his con- 
tract, forcing Fury back into 
the Las Vegas ring with him 
Saturday night for the long- 
delayed completion of an 
already memorable trilogy. 
“You're looking at a reju- 
venated and reinvented 
Deontay Wilder,” he said 
recently. “The old Deontay 
is no longer there. | can't 
explain it to you, | have to 
show you.” 

The man who helped trans- 
form Wilder from an aspir- 
ing basketball player to a 
late-blooming boxer and 


Deontay Wilder, left, speaks to his trainer, Malik Scott, during a news conference in advance of 
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his heavyweight title boxing bout against Tyson Fury, in Las Vegas on Wednesday, Oct. 6, 2021. 


an eventual heavyweight 
champ is no longer there, 
either: Wilder fired trainer 
Mark Breland, who threw in 
the towel when his fighter 
was geiting shellacked by 
Fury. 

Wilder blamed his perfor- 
mance on a litany of fan- 
tastical factors — Breland 
spiking his water bottle with 
a muscle relaxant, Fury us- 
ing illegal gloves, and even 
leg fatigue from supporting 
the elaborate costume he 
wore on his ring walk. He 
also accused referee Ken- 
ny Bayless, a teetotaler, of 
being drunk. 

It all seemed ridiculous to 
everyone except Wilder 


and his most devoted fans, 
but coping with losses is a 
difficult part of any boxer’s 
job. What's more important 
is whether Wilder figured 
out a way fo improve from 
the fighter who seemed 
tactically outmatched 
and physically incapable 
of overcoming it for most 
rounds of his first two fights 
with Fury (30-0-1, 21 KOs), 
the confident British cham- 
pion. 

“I've dedicated myself and 
devoted my time and my 
body, me and my team, to 
reinventing myself,” Wild- 
er said Wednesday. “I’m 
ready to reintroduce myself 
to the world. ... This fight Is 
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about redemption, retalia- 
tion and retribution.” 
Wilder replaced Breland 
with Malik Scott, a former 
heavyweight who got 
knocked out by Wilder in 
2014. Scott has rededicat- 
ed Wilder to fundamentals 
of movement and punch- 
ing, with the belief Wilder 
can overcome Fury’s tech- 
nical precision with a prac- 
tical application of his fight- 
er’s physical strengths. 

But every fight for Wilder is 
in the head, and it’s still un- 
clear what kind of shape 
he’s in mentally after his 
wild excuse-making binge 
in 2020. On Wednesday, 
Wilder said he still believes 


everything he claimed 
about the loss, and he 
called Breland “a disloyal 
trainer.” 

“My energy is like my 
mind,” Wilder said. “It’s very 
violent.” 

After Wilder's rematch 
clause and an arbitrator's 
ruling forced Fury to drop 
out of a planned summer 
matchup with fellow British 
champion Anthony Josh- 
ua, the trilogy bout was de- 
layed from July to October 
by a COVID-19 outbreak in 
Fury’s camp. Those three 
months of training could 
prove important for Wilder, 
who has taken a more ma- 
ture perspective on the loss 
in recent interviews. 

“| needed everything that 
happened in that (second) 
fight,” Wilder said. “It was 
really a blessing in disguise.” 
Although he is coming off 
months of dedicated train- 
ing, Wilder ts still a wild card 
— which fits this matchup 
just fine, since Fury isn’t ex- 
actly a conventional hu- 
man being himself. 

While promoting the fight 
earlier this summer, Wilder 
basically refused to speak 
at his own news confer- 
ence — and then engaged 
IN a six-minute staredown 
with Fury during the cere- 
monial faceoff. 

And in their final news 
conference Wednesday, 
oromoters wouldn't allow 
Wilder and Fury to face off 
for fear of a brawl breaking 


out. 





Kane, Matthews and Jones first 3 picks 
for U.S. Olympic team 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 

AP Hockey Writer 

Chicago winger Patrick 
Kane and defenseman 
Seth Jones and Toronto 
center Auston Matthews 
were the first three players 
named to the U.S. Olym- 
pic men’s hockey team 
on Thursday. “It’s no secret 
we're excited about the 
prospects of our team for 
the 2022 Games,” said USA 
Hockey general manager 
Stan Bowman, who. also 
runs the Blackhawks. ‘“Pat- 
rick, Auston and Seth reflect 
the high level of talent that 
will make Up our final roster 


as we strive to bring gold 
back home to the U.S.” The 
U.S. has not won Olympic 
gold since 1980. NHL play- 
ers began participating in 
the Olympics in 1998 and 
went five times before the 
league skipped the South 
Korea Games in 2018. 

The league, Players’ Associ- 
ation and International Ice 
Hockey Federation asked 
each country to pick three 
players before the. start 
of the NHL season. Each 
country’s list of 55 players 
is due in mid-October with 
final rosters — 3 goalies and 
22 skaters — unveiled in 


January. Canada, which 
won gold in in 2010 and 
2014, announced Edmon- 
ton’s reigning NHL MVP 
Connor McDavid, _ Pitts- 
burgh captain Sidney Cros- 
by and Vegas defense- 
man Alex Pietrangelo as its 
first three players. “We've 
got if pretty well nailed 
down,’ Canada GM Doug 
Armstrong told The Associ- 
ated Press by phone this 
week. “There’s a couple of 
tweaks that we're going to 
have to make here before 
it has to go in, but | would 
say we're one of the coun- 
tries that you wish it didn't 








‘ 
— 


Toronto Maple Leafs forward Auston Matthews (34) works on his 
conditioning and skating efficiency alone on the ice during their 
NHL training camp in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 24, 2021. 


exist because your remain- 
INg guys are going to have 
a great October, Novem- 
ber, Decembers, but so 
be If. That’s just the way It 
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has to be. Just because of 
the depth of the Canadian 
hockey program, you want 
to try and make that list as 
accurate as possible.” ) 
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Ko has early lead at Founders Cup, 11 straight rounds in 60s 


WEST CALDWELL, N.J. (AP) 
— Jin Young Ko put a tough 
loss behind her quickly and 
ran off six birdies over a 
seven-hole stretch on the 
back nine for an 8-under 
63 on Thursday to build an 
early three-shot lead in the 
Cognizant Founders Cup. 

It was her 11th consecutive 
round in the 60s, three short 
of the record that Annika 
Sorenstam set in 2005. 
Sandra Gal had a 66 de- 
spite not making birdie on 
any of the par 5s at Moun- 
tain Ridge. 

The large group at 67 in- 
cluded Nelly Korda, the No. 
1 player in women’s golf 
who had not played since 
the Solheim Cup a month 
ago, U.S. Women’s Open 
champion Yuka Saso and 
two-time major champion 
So Yeon Ryu. 

Ko, whom Korda replaced 
at No. 1 in the summer, 
had control of the Shopkite 
LPGA Classic last week in 
southern New Jersey until 
she missed a series of putts 
from the 10-foot range, in- 
cluding the last hole to fin- 
ish One shot behind Celine 
Boutier. 

She went shopping in Man- 
hattan, took her share of 
naps and watched stream- 
ing shows. And then she 
was back to work, and it 
was working well. 





Jin Young Ko, of South Korea, right, smiles after finishing the first round of the Cognizant Founders 





Cup LPGA golf tournament, Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021, in West Caldwell, N.J. 


Ko began the back nine 
of the Donald Ross design 
with three straight  bird- 
ies. Following a par on the 
par-3 13th, she ran off three 
Straight birdies again. 

“| was a little sad on the 
Sunday last week,” Ko said. 
“| had a lot of putts on back 
nine, so | was thinking, ‘Still 
my putter is really good, 
so like don't be negative.’ 
So | will give myself positive 
thinking, and today | had 
a great round. The putting 
was not bad.” 


Boutier and Inbee Park, 
who also finished one be- 
hind last week, played in 
the afternoon. 

Korda had not competed 
in stroke play since Aug. 22, 
the final round of the Wom- 
en's British Open at Car- 
noustie. The Olympic gold 
medalist took a month off 
to relax and contemplate 
what she has done this year 
— first major among three 
wins, an Olympic gold and 
her rise to No. 1 in the world. 
The 23-year-old American 
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hopes this is only the start. 
“| just go about my busi- 
ness the same as | would 
be ranked 20th, top 10, No. 
1. I’m still trying to achieve 
goals,” Korda said. “There 
are girls still hunting for me. 
There Is still a lot | would like 
to accomplish in my ca- 
reer. I'm hoping to put my 
foot on the pedal still.” 
One of those hunting her Is 
Ko, who held the No. 1 rank- 
ing for two years until Korda 
surpassed her by winning 
the KPMG Women's PGA 
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at Atlanta Athletic Club. 
Ko is trying to worry more 
about the next shot instead 
of the No. 1 ranking. She 
has been on a roll since 
falling to No. 2. In six starts 
since the Women’s PGA, 
the 26-year-old South Ko- 
rean has won twice, been 
runner-up and had two 
other finishes in the top 10. 
At the moment, she is chas- 
ing players past and pres- 
ent. 

“Nelly is good player and 
I’m always happy to com- 
pete with her,” Ko said. “| 
want fo play better than 
her a little bit, but she still 
hits it farther and great put- 
ter. | have to focus more on 
my game when |'m playing 


with Nelly.” 
Sorenstam set the LPGA 
record for consecutive 


rounds in the 60s during her 
10-win season in 2005. The 
streak ended with a 73 on 
the final day of the LPGA 
Championship, which she 
won by three shots at Bulle 
ROCK. 

Ko’s run began with a 69 in 
the final round of the Evian 
Championship. The next 
three tournaments were alll 
54 holes, one shortened by 
rain. 

“If | can, it’s going to be a 
great honor,” Ko said of the 
Sorenstam record. “If not, 
still fine.”L J 





Los Angeles Angels’ Shohei Ohtani watches the path of his 
solo home run against the Seattle Mariners in the first inning of 





ae 


a baseball game Sunday, Oct. 3, 2021, in Seattle. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two- 
way phenom — Shoheli 
Ohtani of the Los Angeles 
Angels was selected major 
league player of the year 
by Baseball Digest and 
eBay. 

Max Scherzer was voted 
pitcher of the year and 
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Josh Hader was picked as 
the top reliever in awards 
announced Thursday. 

Ohtani received 16 first- 
place votes in balloting 
by a 19-member panel 
of baseball writers and 
broadcasters that includ- 
ed several former players, 


Ohtani wins Baseball Digest player of 


year; Scherzer top arm 


managers and executives. 
At the plate, Ohtani hit 46 
home runs — third-most in 
the majors — and had 100 
RBIs while compiling a .965 
OPS that ranked fifth. He 
scored 103 runs, stole 25 
bases and even tied for 
the big league lead with 
eight triples. 

He became the only play- 
er in history with at least 
45 homers, 25 doubles, 25 
steals and eight triples in 
one season. 

On the mound, the right- 
hander from Japan went 
9-2 with a 3.18 ERA in 23 
starts. He struck out 156 
batters and walked 44 in 
130 1/3 innings. 

It was a two-way perfor- 
mance unmatched in 


baseball annals, even by 
Babe Ruth. 

Toronto Blue Jays slugger 
Viadimir Guerrero Jr. got 
two first-olace votes and 
came in second, 14 points 
behind Ohtani. Washing- 
ton Nationals outfielder 
Juan Soto was third and 
Kansas City Royals catch- 
er Salvador Perez, who 
received the other first- 
place vote, finished fourth. 
Scherzer, traded _ from 
Washington to the Los An- 
geles Dodgers on July 30, 
went 15-4 with a 2.46 ERA 
and 236 strikeouts in 179 
1/3 innings. He was 7-0 
Wil Cle g se enc li ilesielnls 
for the Dodgers. 

The three-time Cy Young 
Award winner received 


eight first-place votes and 
beat out Milwaukee Brew- 
ers ace Corbin Burnes, 
who led the majors with a 
2.43 ERA and was picked 
first on four ballots. 
Scherzer also won Base- 
ball Digest pitcher of the 
year in 2013 with the De- 
troit Tigers. 

Hader was a_runaway 
winner with 16 first-place 
votes after converting 34 
of 35 save chances for 
NL Central champion Mil- 
waukee this season. He 
went 4-2 with a 1.23 ERA 
and 102 strikeouts in 60 
appearances covering 58 
2/3 innings. The leftt-hand- 
er didn’t give up a run in 
his final 21 outings.) 








